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The views expressed in the panels and/or in the papers selected for presentation are those of
the authors/presenters and do not necessarily reflect those of the PCAOB Board members or

staff.

Thursday, October 28

11:30-11:45

11:45-11:50

11:50-12:00

12:00-1:30

1:30-1:40

1:40-3:10

Welcome remarks: Dr. Nayantara Hensel, Chief Economist of PCAOB and
Director, Office of Economic and Risk Analysis

Opening remarks: Duane DesParte, Acting Chairperson

BREAK

Panel I: The Audit Industry: Impacts of Turnover of Audit Clients and
Employees

Panel Chair / Discussant: Dr. Sungho Noh, Financial Economist, PCAOB Office of
Economic and Risk Analysis

Determinants and Career Consequences of Early Audit Partner Rotations
Brandon Gipper*, Stanford; Luzi Hail, University of Pennsylvania; Christian Leuz,
University of Chicago & NBER)

The Responses of Non-Switching Audit Clients and Investors to Damaged Auditor
Office Reputation (Meiling Zhao*, Mei Cheng, Paul Michas - University of
Arizona)

Audit-Employee Turnover: Impacts to Audit Quality and the Auditor-Client
Relationship (Brandon Szerwo*, Joshua A. Khavis - University of Buffalo)

BREAK

Panel Il: Measuring Audit Quality

Panel Chair / Discussant: Dr. Tian Liang, Assistant Director, PCAOB Office of
Economic and Risk Analysis

Opening the Books of Audit Firms: First Look and Audit Quality Implications

*presenting author
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3:10-3:20

3:20-4:30

4:30-4:40

(K. Philip Wang*, University of Florida, Shaohua He, Lancaster University, Ling Lei
Lisic, Liang Tan - Virginia Tech)

Monitoring Quality of Group Audits: Internal and Regulatory Inspections of
Component Audits of U.S. Issuers (Denise H. Downey*, Villanova University; Jean
C. Bedard, Bentley University; Colleen M. Boland, University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee)

Identifying Informative Audit Quality Indicators (IAQl) Using Machine Learning
(Chanyuan (Abigail) Zhang*, Soohyun Cho, Miklos Vasarhelyi—Rutgers)

BREAK

Panel lll: Potential Drivers of Audit Quality

Panel Chair / Discussant: Dr. Victor Jarosiewicz, Financial Economist, PCAOB
Office of Economic and Risk Analysis

The Impact of Partner Industry Knowledge Sharing within Audit Offices on Audit
Quality (Meiling Zhao*, Dan Russomanno, Paul N. Michas—University of Arizona)

Auditor Secondments in Globally Networked Firms (Kimberly Westermann*, CA
Polytechnic State University; Denise Downey, Villanova University)

Closing Remarks for Day 1—Dr. Nayantara Hensel

Friday, October 29

11:00-11:10

11:10-11:30

11:30-11:40

11:40-12:50

Welcome Remarks: Dr. Nayantara Hensel

Welcome Remarks from TAR and AAA

Dr. Robert Knechel (Fisher School of Accounting, University of Florida), Senior
Editor, The Accounting Review

Dr. Christine Earley (Providence College) President of the Auditing Section of the
American Accounting Association

BREAK

Panel IV: Impact of COVID
Panel Chair / Q&A Moderator: Patrick Kastein, Deputy Director, PCAOB Office of
Economic and Risk Analysis

*presenting author


https://pcaob-assets.azureedge.net/pcaob-dev/docs/default-source/economicandriskanalysis/conference/2021-conference-bios/wang-philip.pdf?sfvrsn=fd6d7c80_2
https://pcaob-assets.azureedge.net/pcaob-dev/docs/default-source/economicandriskanalysis/conference/2021-conference-bios/downey-denise.pdf?sfvrsn=63f41240_2
https://pcaob-assets.azureedge.net/pcaob-dev/docs/default-source/economicandriskanalysis/conference/2021-conference-bios/zhang-abigail.pdf?sfvrsn=744b0734_2
https://pcaob-assets.azureedge.net/pcaob-dev/docs/default-source/economicandriskanalysis/conference/2021-conference-bios/jarosiewicz-victor.pdf?sfvrsn=9f04ae8c_2
https://pcaob-assets.azureedge.net/pcaob-dev/docs/default-source/economicandriskanalysis/conference/2021-conference-bios/zhao-meiling.pdf?sfvrsn=42d94546_2
https://pcaob-assets.azureedge.net/pcaob-dev/docs/default-source/economicandriskanalysis/conference/2021-conference-bios/westermann-kim.pdf?sfvrsn=6a87151e_2
https://pcaob-assets.azureedge.net/pcaob-dev/docs/default-source/economicandriskanalysis/conference/2021-conference-bios/knechel-robert.pdf?sfvrsn=19a8e3dc_2
https://pcaob-assets.azureedge.net/pcaob-dev/docs/default-source/economicandriskanalysis/conference/2021-conference-bios/earley-christine.pdf?sfvrsn=98d67750_2
https://pcaobus.org/about/senior-staff/senior-staff-bios/patrick-kastein

12:50-1:00

1:00-2:10

2:10-2:20

2:20-3:30

Perspectives on COVID’s Impact Across Industries and the Economy:
Dr. Nayantara Hensel, Chief Economist of PCAOB and Director, Office of
Economic and Risk Analysis

Perspectives on COVID from the Audit Sector:
Denise Pelli, Americas Director of Professional Practice Quality and
Regulatory Matters and Partner, Ernst & Young, LLP
Julie Vichot, Partner, Deloitte & Touche, LLP

Perspectives on COVID from an Industry Perspective: Dr. Carolyn Evans, Chief
Economist, Intel

BREAK

Panel V: Trends in ESG Reporting and Assurance
Panel Chair / Q&A Moderator — Elena Bozhkova and Karen Wiedemann, PCAOB
Office of the Chief Auditor

Perspectives on ESG from Investing Sector: Michelle Dunstan, Chief
Responsibility Officer; Portfolio Manager—Global ESG Improvers Strategy,
AllianceBernstein

Perspectives on ESG from Academic Sector: Professor Jeffrey Hales, University of
Texas at Austin and Chair of the Sustainability Accounting Standards Board

Perspectives on ESG from Audit Sector: Jennifer Haskell, Chief Auditor, Deloitte
& Touche LLP and Sara DeSmith, ESG Partner, PwC

BREAK

Panel VI: Use of Technology in Audits

Panel Chair / Q&A Moderator — Nick Grillo and Elena Bozhkova, PCAOB Office of
the Chief Auditor

Perspectives on Technology: Scott Schwanz, PCAOB Division of Registration and
Inspections

Perspectives on Technology from Academic Sector: Helen Brown-Liburd,
Associate Professor, Rutgers University

*presenting author


https://pcaobus.org/about/senior-staff/senior-staff-bios/dr.-nayantara-hensel
https://pcaob-assets.azureedge.net/pcaob-dev/docs/default-source/economicandriskanalysis/conference/2021-conference-bios/pelli-denise.pdf?sfvrsn=3bd0c338_2
https://pcaob-assets.azureedge.net/pcaob-dev/docs/default-source/economicandriskanalysis/conference/2021-conference-bios/pelli-denise.pdf?sfvrsn=3bd0c338_2
https://pcaob-assets.azureedge.net/pcaob-dev/docs/default-source/economicandriskanalysis/conference/2021-conference-bios/vichot-julie.pdf?sfvrsn=6b2e1c51_2
https://pcaob-assets.azureedge.net/pcaob-dev/docs/default-source/economicandriskanalysis/conference/2021-conference-bios/evans-carolyn.pdf?sfvrsn=78aa16df_2
https://pcaob-assets.azureedge.net/pcaob-dev/docs/default-source/economicandriskanalysis/conference/2021-conference-bios/evans-carolyn.pdf?sfvrsn=78aa16df_2
https://pcaob-assets.azureedge.net/pcaob-dev/docs/default-source/economicandriskanalysis/conference/2021-conference-bios/bozhkova-elena4b4d9fab3e984c00a47b1cd3ff64f284.pdf?sfvrsn=69d5d32f_2
https://pcaob-assets.azureedge.net/pcaob-dev/docs/default-source/economicandriskanalysis/conference/2021-conference-bios/wiedemann-karen0545c4bc4f504196ae2ea69380d4c3b0.pdf?sfvrsn=ec15859a_2
https://pcaob-assets.azureedge.net/pcaob-dev/docs/default-source/economicandriskanalysis/conference/2021-conference-bios/dunstan-michelle.pdf?sfvrsn=c51721a9_2
https://pcaob-assets.azureedge.net/pcaob-dev/docs/default-source/economicandriskanalysis/conference/2021-conference-bios/dunstan-michelle.pdf?sfvrsn=c51721a9_2
https://pcaob-assets.azureedge.net/pcaob-dev/docs/default-source/economicandriskanalysis/conference/2021-conference-bios/hales-jeffrey.pdf?sfvrsn=c927c0f_2
https://pcaob-assets.azureedge.net/pcaob-dev/docs/default-source/economicandriskanalysis/conference/2021-conference-bios/haskell-jen.pdf?sfvrsn=f96808ae_2
https://pcaob-assets.azureedge.net/pcaob-dev/docs/default-source/economicandriskanalysis/conference/2021-conference-bios/desmith-sara.pdf?sfvrsn=5bcb46d8_2
https://pcaob-assets.azureedge.net/pcaob-dev/docs/default-source/economicandriskanalysis/conference/2021-conference-bios/grillo-nick.pdf?sfvrsn=ce1430e6_2
https://pcaob-assets.azureedge.net/pcaob-dev/docs/default-source/economicandriskanalysis/conference/2021-conference-bios/bozhkova-elena4b4d9fab3e984c00a47b1cd3ff64f284.pdf?sfvrsn=69d5d32f_2
https://pcaob-assets.azureedge.net/pcaob-dev/docs/default-source/economicandriskanalysis/conference/2021-conference-bios/schwanz-scott.pdf?sfvrsn=7c8efc0e_2
https://pcaob-assets.azureedge.net/pcaob-dev/docs/default-source/economicandriskanalysis/conference/2021-conference-bios/brown-liburd-helen.pdf?sfvrsn=60d3b83f_2
https://pcaob-assets.azureedge.net/pcaob-dev/docs/default-source/economicandriskanalysis/conference/2021-conference-bios/brown-liburd-helen.pdf?sfvrsn=60d3b83f_2

3:30-3:40

3:40-4:50

4:50-5:10

Perspectives on Technology from Audit Sector:
Brian Wolohan, Partner, Grant Thornton and lan Wildenborg, Partner, KPMG

BREAK

Panel VII: Quality Control
Panel Chair / Discussant: Dr. Jonathan Fluharty-Jaidee, Financial Economist,

PCAOB Office of Economic and Risk Analysis

Internal Control Quality: The Role of Critical Audit Matters Reporting
(Jing Zhang*, University of Colorado Denver, Carol C. Dee, University of Colorado
Denver; Bing Luo, San Francisco State University)

Does an Audit Office’s Quality Control System Impact Audit Quality? Evidence
from Audit Report Errors

(William Buslepp*, Louisiana State University; Blair Marquardt, North Texas
University; Stephanie Merrill, Nicholls State University; Lawrence Abbot,
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee)

Conference Closing Remarks: Dr. Nayantara Hensel
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